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channels when I found these blocked. So, on the evening of
the 6th I went to London and was at the Admiralty from 10 p.m.
till i a.m. I must say I was very well received by the Board,
who, with the exception of the Third Sea Lord, were all present,
and I put my views, which I knew were shared by Tyrwhkt,
very forcibly, with the result, in regard to (2), the destroyer
patrol was considerably restricted, though in my opinion it
was still too extended, but this was perhaps necessary, in view
of the vital importance of getting timely warning of the approach
of a fleet, which might attack our Expeditionary Force. (3) The
" Bacchante " Squadron was ordered to the Downs, later to the
west of Dover. (4) I was given permission to concentrate all
the "Oversea" submarines between the Galloper and West
Hinder during the passage of the Expeditionary Force. The
Admiralty did not consider that the High Sea Fleet would
attack, as I suggested that they might, but agreed that it ought
to be our first consideration. At the time it seemed to me
incredible that the German Fleet could lie idle, at a moment
when their army was suffering a check in Belgium, and
British reinforcements were being poured into France. We
know now that the German High Command was under the
impression, as late as zist August, that no considerable landing
of British troops had taken place; apart from the fact that it
did not regard the intervention of our Expeditionary Force as
a very serious menace, and counted on annihilating it in the
early stages of the war!

When I learnt that the transportation was commencing, I
informed the Admiralty on the evening of the 8th that I was
sailing in the Lurcher, and with the Firedrake and all available
submarines, would remain between the Galloper and Hinder,
until the transport of the Expeditionary Force was complete. By
the zoth the flotilla was reinforced by three submarines, which
had been refitting, and on the nth E6 and E$ rejoined
from the Heligoland Bight, which brought the patrol up
to 13.

Finding the Galloper-Hinder line too extended, it being
practically impossible to keep touch except in the clearest
weather, I moved the flotilla to the westward, and disposed it
in parallel lines in echelon, between the North Goodwin, San-
dettie and Ruytingen Shoals, in such a manner that at least seven